loana Madalina Miron

NATIONALISM AND XENOPHOBIA
IN POST-SOVIET RUSSIA:
SKINHEAD AND NASHI MOVEMENTS

PRESA UNIVERSITARA CLUJEANA
2026


https://www.libris.ro/carte/nationalism-and-xenophobia-in-post-soviet-russia-ioana-madalina-miron/47020526

Table of Contents

Acknowledgements...........cocciiiiririiiiciiiiicccerrr e eeeas

Table Of CONENTS......coeuieieieeeeieeeieeeeeeeeeeeesaeeenesessnssnssansnsse

INAEX OF TADI@S..... et ceecreeeecsesensacsessansescssssssasssssansns
HIUSEFAtION INA@X c..ueeeeieiiiiteeeiecieeereeeee et creeeseaseaesnosenssnnnsses

FOT@WORd. ... .eeeeeieeeieiireeiieenessecsessescsssessessossssssssassessessessessnssansns
(] 1070 L1031 (o] TP

CHAPTERII.

The Meaning of Nationalism and Xenophobia..............c.cccco.ceie

1.1. Definition of nationalism and xenophobia ...........ccccconniiiinininnnnnn.
1.2. The meanings of the terms “Nation” and “Nationality”/

«Hapoa — HapOAHOCTDY ...
1.3. A Russian understanding of nationalism..........ccccvvviviiiivniiiinnns
1.4. The concept of Russian Idea/Pycckas Uoes ..........cccvvecvvvniirercrcenunnnns
1.5. The radical definition of Russianness/Pycckoctip ...........ccouvueuervurunenes

CHAPTER II.
Classification of Russian NationaliSm ........c.ccceevevreiireirmccrnievncrennne.

2.1. The Russian Empire 19t century: “Nationalism thrives”...................
2.1.1. The Slavophile MOUEIENE .........cocvvreirierriricniciirirciin s
2.1.2. The Pan-Slavic Movement (mid to late 19% century) .......oevvvevvrvenee.
2.1.3. The Black Hundred Movement............ooovvvveiviviiirnniininieiniiiinnine

2.2. The Soviet Union — 20t century Russian Nationalism

under the facet of Soviet Patriotism “Nationalism changed” .......................
2.2.1. National BoISHEUISML.........cccccvurrrriniiiisccc e
2.2.2. What has changed since the Slavophile movement?...........coouvvevrirenien
2.2.3. The policy of KOTenizatSiya............coccvvvvvvrerivcviririiiniriiiiisiniisnracnns
2.2.4. Russian Nationalism from Brezhnev to Gorbachev ..............c.cccovunne...
2.2.5. Russian Nationalism under Gorbachev..............ccvvvivivivrinccciniinan,

9

94



2.3. The post-Soviet Russia (the end of 20™ century)......ccccevevevererenenene 107

2.3.1. Extremist nationalisM .......c.cocvvvvvvivnniinisiniiiissceinsssssessnniecns 115
2.3.2. The Aryan Myth.........coveiieveieiivirnieriietinsiessreinsssssesssiesesesesnsnnes 119
2.4. Contemporary Russia 21t century:
Nationalism under Putin’s regime........ccccccvvivieiinininnninniiiiineeenns 122
2.4.1. The Russian World (Pycckuth MUp)......cvovvvviiinicnciniiiniciiiinne, 135
Chapter lII.
The Russian Skinheads Phenomenon:
voices of the de-democratisation process............ccccceeruuuuunnnneen. 149
3.1. Description of the movement and its background ..........cccoccovnnnnen. 152
3.2. Ideological features and influences on the 90s scene in Russia ....... 159
3.2.1. Ultra-nationalism and right-wing extremist............cevvervuvrvuruennans 160
3.2.2. Fascism and neo-NAZISHL.........cccocvvciinininiicciricicccsenscsisssins 163
3.2.3. ANH-SEMUILISI ...ttt 164
3.2.4. Nationalism, socialism, and national socialisSm ........ccccovvueeevvvvvenninnnn. 164
3.2.5. Racism and white SUPTEMACISH .........cccevruvcrvieirirrisisieircisvesiiis 166
3.3. Dissemination of information (propaganda), recruitment,
and MODIlISAtION .....ceeerreieiee et 168
3.3.1. Dissemination of information............ccevveeevviininnsiniinnninininnnnes 172
3.3.2. TRE SI0QANS ...t 173
3.3.3. Propaganda..............iiinciniinniiiininssesis 175
3.4. The destructive deeds of the Skinhead movement............................ 178
3.4.1. What caused the increase in xenophobic feelings
among these young individuals in the Skinheads movement? ..................... 188
3.5. The sound of hate: Neo-Nazi MUSIC.........cocoevnivirieieiciiicnncnnnirerenene 189
Chapter IV.
The Political Youth Movement Nashi:
the road to managed democracy...........ccceeeeemeercrceireeeerieeeeenenennnenn. 195
4.1. Description of the movement and its background ............c.ccceuieeee 198
4.1.1. Explaining the NAME............ocvvvevviviniicinirinieiiiiscrciisioscesssenesens 198
4.2. Recruitment, mobilisation, and propaganda:
analysing Nashi’s website ... 205
4.2. 7. MODILISALION.........covvveiiiiiriririencicisieeie ettt eae e snnnens 212
4.2.2. PYOPAGANAG ...t et 216



4.2.3. The annual SUMMEY CATP ......c.cccvvrrivriiirrrrrscseeenisrieeseeeressinns 220

4.3. Nashi’s political Projects...........c.cooeririiiiiiniiiniiceceecceceseseseeeene 226
4.4. Ideological features and influence on the 2000s scene in Russia ..... 231
4.5. Nashi’s role in Russia’s post-1991 nation-building process
and Foreign Policy ... 236
4.5.1. Russia — United Kingdom problenn..............cccccvvvnnnvrnicvennieninns 236
4.5.2. Bronze Soldier crisis and cyber-attacks on Estonia.........c..c.cvneeee. 238
4.5.3. Nashi’s summer camp and foreign policy ...........ccvvvrvvnirisincnnes 239
4.5.4. Reanimation of the Nashi movement and stepping
out of the political circle i RUSSIA .......ccovvvvverviririreierireiisininercernccereicienes 241
CoNCIUSIONS ...t 243
APPENAICES .....cociiivrrrirniniiiiririniiniieiieirernreeerenneaseensseseeseeaseaeanenanes 253
Appendix 1: Interview with a former member
of the Skinheads movement............ccccoereeiicnicccnnec e 253
Appendix 2: Interview with a former member
of the Skinheads movement...........ccooovieiiiniic e, 257
Appendix 3: Enrollment form within the Nashi
youth political movement.............ccccoriiiii 260
Bibliography.........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieiiiiiecrireieererrereeeenenensesenenes 263

11



Index of Tables

Table 1: The schematic table of Russian Nationalism

and its relationship to state structures ..o 66
Table 2: Axes of varieties of ethnic violence.........cooeeniioiieniniinieeiennnns 179
Table 3: Ethnic violence between 2001-2009 by type......ccccoeiemvviririrririnnnn. 180
Table 4: Coding guidelines and examples.........ccccovvrermemnirerininieeecieinecnenn 186

llustration Index

Ilustration 1: Putin’s Approval Rating posted by the Levada Centre...... 131
Illustration 2: Putin’s Approval Rating posted by the Levada Centre...... 132

Illustration 3: Development levels of the Skinheads movement................ 155
Illustration 4: The hierarchy of the Russian Skinheads............cccccoeviuncee. 156
Ilustration 5: “Immigrant, this is not your country, the owners

here are Slavs!” Source: VKontakte .........ccccocevvvviiniinnnnnicnnes 176
Illustration 6: Global white power and Russian national symbols............ 176
Illustration 7: Stickers used for propaganda purposes.............ccceveevruenenee. 177
Illustration 8: “Russians are coming! Russia for Russians

and Moscow for Muscovites!” Source: VKontakte........c.ccccceveurvnnnas 178
Illustration 9: “Hate-motivated attacks from July to October 2023" ......... 181

Illustration 10: “Hate-motivated attacks from November 2023
to February 2024”7 ... 182

Ilustration 11: “Hate-motivated attacks from March to April 2024”........ 182

12



CHAPTER I.

The Meaning of Nationalism
and Xenophobia

The term nationalism is a term that belongs to modernity. Its political
and social meaning goes back to the German philosopher Johann Gottfried
Herder and the French counter-revolutionary cleric, the Abbé Augustin de
Barruel, at the end of the 18" century? Throughout the nineteenth century,
the terms nationalism and xenophobia were rarely utilised.

The concept of nationalism was first embraced as a sense of belonging
to a nation because of a social integration process, in which individuals share
common cultural backgrounds and traditions. This phenomenon is mostly
cultural but can also assume political forms.?

In English, the first use of the term “nationalism” was in 1836, and it
appeared to be theological, the doctrine that a certain nation is divinely
elected. Later, it was associated with national egotism. However, adjectives
like “nationality” and “nationalness”, which allude to national zeal or
individuality, were more commonly used.*

Over the centuries, nationalism has undergone several changes, its
traditional character being found in the fact that the past has made its
presence felt frequently. Nationalism requires an analysis that begins with
the historical process of the formation of the state, a process that assumes
that nationalism stems from the concept of the nation.

2 Anthony D. Smith, Nationalism, USA: Polity Press, 2010, p. 5.

3 John Plamenatz, Karl Marx’s Philosophy of Man, London; Clarendon Press, 1976, pp.23-36.

4 Anthony D. Smith, Nationalism. Critical Concepts in Political Science, Vol. |, London:
Routledge, p. 5.
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Up until the French Revolution, the political and social unity
consolidated around empires, fiefdoms, and tribal affiliation (in this century,
European nations began to determine the political boundaries based on
ethnic traditions and loyalties). After the French Revolution, the idea of a
nation gained new connotations, one of which belonged to Emmanuel Sieyes
in a book published in 1789, where nationalism is interpreted as the totality
of persons who have common laws and are represented under the same
legislature.> Due to the Industrial Revolution, an integrated, nation-
encompassing economy emerged and a national public sphere, where British
people began to mobilise on a state-wide scale, rather than just in the smaller
units of their province, town, or family.¢ The early emergence of a popular
patriotic nationalism took place in the mid-18th century and was actively
promoted by the British government and by the writers and intellectuals of
the time.” For example, national symbols, anthems, myths, and flags were
constructed by nationalists and widely adopted. The best example is the
Union Jack, which was adopted in 1801 as a national symbol.?

The political convulsions of the late 18th century associated with the
American and French revolutions massively augmented the widespread
appeal of patriotic nationalism.® Napoleon Bonaparte's rise to power further
established nationalism when he invaded much of Europe. Napoleon used
this opportunity to spread revolutionary ideas, resulting in much of the 19th-
century European Nationalism.!

Throughout the last two centuries, leaders used a series of strategies to
unify groups under one nation-state, and after these strategies, to
incorporate these groups under one nation-state. These groups developed
national symbols, a common identity, and expressions of loyalty for their
leaders, all of which brought a strong nationalist wave. For example, the
eagle was a symbol of power in ancient Rome that was resurrected with

5 Emmanuele Sieyés, Qué es el Tercer Estado? precedido de Ensayo sobre los privilegios,
Madrid: Alianza, p. 92.

& Michael Mann, The rise of classes and nation-state 1760-1914, Vol.ll, Los Angeles:
University of California, 2012, pp. 92-94.

7 Gerald Newman, The Rise of English Nationalism. A cultural history, 1740-1830, USA:
Palgrave Macmillan, 1997.

8 Nick Groom, The Union Jack: The Story of Briths Flag, London: Atlantic Books, 2007.

9 Anthony Smith, Nationalism and Modernism: A critical survey of recent theories of nations
and nationalism, London: Routledge, 2003, p. 116.

10 Alexander Motyl, Encyclopedia of Nationalism, San Diego: Academic Press, 2001,
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The-Meaning of Nationalism and Xenophobia

Christian meaning int6 used by both Germany and the United States.
Another example, Nazi Germany was inspired by the ancient Hindu
swastika. While the original symbol originally meant “good luck” (and in
parts of India, continues to mean this today), the German Nazi Party
changed both the direction of the symbol and the meaning to represent
inaccurate notions of a perfect Germanic/Aryan bloodline. Nazi Germany
also focused oppression and violence on non-Aryan German people (e.g.,
Jews) and demanded loyalty to the Nazi party and their leader. Also, the
French Revolution used symbols such as the tricolour flag of red, blue, and
white, which represented Paris and the country of France as a whole. They
also used a red hat known as the liberty cap, which denoted unity and
allegiance to a new regime.' The liberty hat was also worn by Marianne, a
female symbol of the revolution and new France. I have given some
examples to highlight a few nations that have embraced the term
“nationalism” and the symbols that represent the nation.

All these elements that make up the phenomenon of nationalism
conceptualise different theories'?:
1. Nationalism as an ideology, viewed from the perspective of the form
of social, political, and territorial organisation.
2. Nationalism in the form of ideology focuses on the processes of
strengthening nations.
3. Nationalism is an attitude or form of identity incorporating cultural
and political feelings.
According to the historian, Anthony D. Smith the nationalism has five
meanings:!?
A process of formation, or growth, of nations.
A sentiment or consciousness of belonging to the nation.
A language and symbolism of the nation.
A social and political movement on behalf of the nation.

O LN

A doctrine and/or ideology of the nation, both general and particular.

1 https://study.com/learn/lesson/nationalism-history-overview-examples.html, accessed
27.02.2023.

2 Christophe Jaffrelot, For a theory of nationalism, Centre d’études et de recherches
internationals SciencesPo, 2013, p. 31

13 Anthony D.Smith, Nationalism. Critical Concepts in Political Science, Vol.l, London:
Routledge, pp.5-6.

31



Nationalism and Xenophobia in Post-Soviet Russia: Skinhead and Nashi Movements

The five aspects of nationalism point out the formation of a nation, the
national consciousness, the language and symbols of a nation, the social and political
movement, and the image of nationalism as doctrine and/or ideology. These
meanings reveal the specific processes and features of nationalism. The
meanings nevertheless presuppose a considerable amount of national
sentiment concerning their country and, of course, their leader. Based on the
principle of soil and soul, that is, in my opinion, a strong attachment that
presupposes a close connection with the place where the individual was born
and grew up, the ancestral earth. All these meanings of the concept of
nationalism are related to everything about the past of a nation. An
organised group or movement could show a high degree of national
sentiment, possess national symbols, myths, and share a common language.
On the other hand, a nationalist group or movement will come with the
creation of their “nationalist world” as a reaction against the change that is
taking place in society (a reaction against globalization) through historical
research, songs, cultural journals, literature, activities, national flags that
resonates with the historical past (the flag of the Russian Imperial
Movement, inspired by Imperial Russia’s flag). The most important part of
this symbolism is proper names (a distinct feature of the nationalist
movement), which are chosen from the past to express the nation’s
distinctiveness, heroism, and sense of destiny, to resonate these qualities
among the members.’* For example, a skinhead is a teenager of a subculture
characterised by their hair cut off and heavy boots, seen as aggressive. These
meanings presented by Anthony Smith place the nation at the centre of the
nationalist ideology and unify the nation under one political authority. As I
mentioned, over time nationalism has taken on different forms and
meanings depending on each region, of course, where it was promoted by
the leaders of the respective nation/region. It is therefore difficult to say that
the nationalist movements have been subjected to a single model. Once the
nationalist ideology has manifested itself in a certain group and has
consolidated itself as part of the political discourse, one can speak of a

14 |bidem, p. 7.
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nationalist movement.’In the specialised literature, we can find a fairly large
number of forms that nationalism has used over time. Hans Kohn's
classification is the most relevant; thus, we can talk about 9 types of
nationalism: Jacobin, liberal (Risorgimento), integral, traditional
(conservative), civic, ethnic, Western-Eastern, economic, and extremist.

1. Jacobin nationalism was during the French Revolution, and its name
was attributed by members affiliated with the Jacobin Club:
Robespierre, Louis de Saint-Just!, etc. Its purpose was to extend the
principles of the French Revolution, the main characteristics of this
trend being: intolerance of internal opposition, militarism, and
implicitly the use of force to achieve its purpose, confidence, and
effectiveness of its mission, of frequent application of force, and
religious fanaticism.

2. Liberal nationalism (Risorgimento) emerged in the Enlightenment
period and was promoted by Giuseppe Mazzini, also considered to
have inspired the “Young Italy” movement. At this stage, the principle
of self-determination and the place of the individual in the national
context were promoted, which involved the realisation of a connection
between the individual and the national perspective. In the 19th
century, the nationalist movements of that period wanted to create a
national state based on the principles governing society, embedded in
a common interest of those who live and live on the same territory
delimited by political boundaries.

3. Integral nationalism appeared in the 20th century. And some of the
peculiarities of this current are the influence of fascist and Russian
Bolshevism. For a better understanding of this type of nationalism, it
is necessary to consider the following factors: the militaristic spirit, the

feeling of superiority generated by success and the third one results

5 Omer Senan Arslaner, “Reviewing the Theories of Nationalism: Historicizing, Classifying
and Inquiring the Conceptualization”, Lectio Socialis, Vol. 6, No. 2, 2022, p. 7.

6 Lauren Cottle “Jacobins in the French Revolution”, European History Study Guide, https://
study.com/academy/lesson/who-were-the-jacobins-definition-history.html accessed on
28.02.2023.
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from the very range of operations and propagandistic instruments that
Jacobin and liberal nationalism have used to unify national states.”

4. Traditional nationalism (conservative) appeared as a reaction to the
French Revolution and rationalism, as an expression of a return to the
ancient traditions that formed nations. The same culture, the same
ideals, and sacred values are considered the essence of traditionalist
nationalism.’®

5. Civic nationalism combines two principles, that of individual self-
determination and national self-determination, but amplifies the idea
that nationalism involves several authorities and laws that are the
source of equality and rights. Civic nationalism proposes a type of
society in which the values, culture, aspirations, and ideas of the nation
contribute to the intensification of national sentiment.

6. Ethnic nationalism promotes the ethnic community, the will of the
people, folk traditions, and customs (ballads, myths). Cultural and
collective identity is the central point of this ideology, highlighted and
harnessed by the glorious past. From an ethnic perspective, only folk
traditions and customs constituted what is now a nation. In this
category, traditions and mythologies are considered the moral
physiognomy of the community.

7. Western-Eastern nationalism, in Hans Kohn's view, Western
nationalism promoted the idea of rationality specific to England,
France, and America. German nationalism was aimed at identifying
Germany as an independent state. Different from other ideologies, the
doctrine of the German people promoted the exclusive and privileged
history of Germany, the most beautiful of all, and with the right to
dominate the others.

8. Economic nationalism, this type of nationalism combines many forms
depending on political or national influences, which explains that

17 Dan Dungaciu, Elita interbelica: Sociologia roméneascd in context european. Bucuresti:
Mica Valahie, 2003, p. 154.

18 Kiley Bickford, Nationalism in the French Revolution of 1789, Doctoral Thesis, Honors
College, Maine, 2014, p. 9.

19 Krzysztof Jaskutowski, “Western (civic) versus Eastern (ethnic) Nationalism. The Origins
and and Critique of the Dichotomy”, Polish Sociology Review, Vol.3, No.10, 2010, pp.291-
292.
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disseminating this current by trying to encourage the governments of
certain countries to maximise the welfare of citizens.2

9. Extremist nationalism is divided between a nazi and a fascist
perspective. One of the principles of this type of nationalism is that of
the superhuman competing with the Other.

Here, society is divided into four categories:

1. Society and the masses need guidance.

2. Society needs an elite that distinguishes itself from the rest of the
masses by heroism and sacrificial capacity to promote and preserve
purely nationalist principles.

3. Society needs a leader who has the authority to guide the masses.?!
Extremist nationalism is divided between the perspective of the masses

and the perspective of the elite. As I presented above, there are too many
kinds of nationalism. It is often said that nationalism has no ideology to
speak of, let alone a doctrine. It is only a bundle of inchoate sentiments,
elaborated by florid rhetoric.?? Nationalist ideologies have well-defined goals
of collective self-rule, a territorial and cultural programme for achieving
these ends.” There are certainly different kinds of nationalism: Jacobin,
liberal, integral, traditional, civic, ethnic, economic, and so on. But all of these
are for one purpose: the pursuit of nationhood. These elements mark out
nationalism from other kinds of movements and ideologies.* Nationalism
has gone through the most extreme forms, which, of course, have attracted
the attempts of nations to defend their territories, their status as citizens, and
the superiority of their race.

The other term, “xenophobia,” is relatively new, as the term
nationalism appeared in the late 18" century. But there are some examples
of xenophobic sentiment in Ancient Greece (denigration of barbarians and
the belief that the Greek culture and people were superior to all others), also

20 |bidem, p. 292.

21 Bernard Baertschi & Kevin Mulligan, Nationalismele, Bucuresti: Nemira, 2010, p. 35.

22 Anthony D. Smith, Nationalism, USA: Polity Press, 2010, p. 24.

2% |bidem, pp.24-25.

24 Ajslinn Bronwyn McCann, “Civic Culture: Scotland’s Struggle for its Political Interests”,
Virginia, 2017, p. 13.
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