
9Z0Z

YNV:rInlJ Yuvusua^rNn vs:rud

SINflIAIIIAOIAI IHSVN CINV CVIIHNIXS
:VISSNU IIIIAOS-ISOd NI

VIfl OHdONIIX (INV IAISI]VNOIIVN

uorll l eullPpPn eueol

https://www.libris.ro/carte/nationalism-and-xenophobia-in-post-soviet-russia-ioana-madalina-miron/47020526


6

96 """"""" """""""',aaqroq,LoD ,Dpun Lusqauo4aN uussnll '9'z'z

16 """"""" aaq)aqtoc 01 aauqzatg Luo4 wsqauo4aN uagsn>I 't'z'z

96""""""" """""""'afi!srynuanylo hqodaql'€'Z'Z

f6 """'"""' """ l+uawaaow apqdoaalg aql arws pa8uat4c su7 +al1t\A'Z'Z'Z

€6 """""""' ""'usaa%slog puo4aN'L'e'z

16"""""""""""' ,,paBrteqJ usrTeuoqeN,, rusqor4ed ]aI oS Jo +aJeJ aq+ Japun
tusr1euorleN uerssnU drnluar .ngz - uorun +arlos aql'Z'Z

gg """"""" """"'lual.uaaow paryunH)paw 41,fi'€'L'z

,g """"""" 1frtnryat ,n6L apl ol plut) +uawaaow rnals-ut)cl alu'e'L'e

6/ """"""" luau.Daow apt4doaulg al4l'f'L'e
6L"""""""""',,saArJqI usrleuoqeN,, :drnlual ,161 a.rrdtug uerssn5 aqJ 'I'Z

LL"""""' ruslleuolleN uelssnu Io uolleculsselc
.II 

U]IdVHC

11"""""""' outcoxnfi4lssauuerssnulouoErulaplEJrperaLL['g'I

19 """"""" ragn ratccficlleapluerssn5 yo ldacuor ar{I '?'I

9V """"""" """"""'rusl1euoqeu lo Burpuelsrapun rrerssn5 V '€'I

I7 """"""" """""<qrJon7ode11 - 7ode11"

1,,tl1r1euoqeN,, pue ,,uorleN,, sruJa] arl] Jo s8uruearu aql'Z'I
9€ """"""" erqoqdouax pue rusqeuo4eu Jo uoqrurlaq 'I'I

6Z--.-------. .....e!qoqdouax pue uslleuolleN Io Eulueoru oql
.I 

U]IdVHC

6 t"""""' uollcnporlul
t t"""""' """"""'pJorrAoJol

2L"""""' xapul uolleJlsnlll
2L"""""' "'solqel lo xaPul

6""""""' sruatuoc Io olqel
L""""""' """"""stuauo6pol^ ou)lcv

sluoluoc lo alqel



2.3. The post-Soviet Russia (the end of 20ft century) .............107

2.3.1. Extremist nationalism............ ... 1L5

2.3.2. The Aryan Myth.......... ..............119

2.4. Contemporary Russia 21"t century:
Nationalism under Putin's regime....... .................122

2.4.L.TheRussianWorld(PyccrcuuMup).......... .....................135

Chapter lll.
The Russian Skinheads Phenomenon:
voices of the de-democratisation process ....149

3.1. Description of the movement and its background ............................ 152

3.2. Ideological features and influences on the 90s scene in Russia ....... 159

3.2.1. Ultra-nationalism and right-wing extremism.................................... 160

3.2.2. Fascism and neo-Nazism ...........163

3.2.3. Anti-Semitism ........164

3.2.4. Nationalism, socialism, and national socialism .............. 1-64

3.2.5. Racism and white supremacism ................... 166

3.3. Dissemination of information (propaganda), recruitment,
and mobilisation ................168

3.3.1. Dissemination of information............... ........ 172

3.3.2. The slogans .............173

3.3.3. Propaganda........... ..................... 175

3.4. The destructive deeds of the Skinhead movement .........178
3.4.1.IMat caused the in*esse in xenophobic feelings
among these young indiaiduals in the Skinlteads moaement? ..................... 188

3.5. The sound of hate: Neo-Nazi music......... ...... 189

Chapter IV.

The Political Youth Movement Nashi:
the road to managed democracy............ .........195

4.1. Description of the movement and its background ............................ 198

4.1.1. Explaining the name........... .......198
4.2. Recruitment mobilisation, and propaganda:
analysing Nashi's website ...................205

4.2.L. Mobilisation....... .....2L2
4.2.2. Propaganda........... ..................... 216

4.2.3. The nnnunl s..

4.3. Nashi's political I

4.4. Ideological featu:
4.5. Nashi's role in I{.
and Foreign Polio- .

4.5.1. Russia - Urt;:.

4.5.2. Bronze Sol,1!:'

4.5.3. Nashi's sluty..

4,5.4, Reanimatioti .-

out of the politic'tl ..

Conclusions .............

Appendices ..............

Appendix 1:Interr .
of the Skinheads m.,

Appendix 2:lnteri.='
of the Skinheads m..

Appendix 3: Enro1.:-

vouth political mLr\'.1

Bibliography

'10



LL

9LZ

ZLZ

902

B6L

86r

96t

68t
8BL

e97-""""' """'rtqdet6olq!g

092"""""" """']uarualoru pc4qod qlnod

tsz ll::I:T:lYll:#3:"":*"#,i"fiT,":fld;

tsz :y::t::l:1:H:t}"iJ:il:fiJ;,#

esz :*:::*:ll':lllilllll:;ffi*"
tnz""""' """'suolsnlcuoc

Lf7 """"""' arcsn>l ul ap.tlr lac4qod at4q {o qno

Surddaqs pua luawaaow !1.FaN aq4 lo uo4awruaall'f'g'f

6€2"""""" hqoduSonlpua dwac nwwns s,nFaN'g'9',
g€(, """"""""""""""a1uo1sX uo s4caga-nqfrc pua s$t.n fitplos azuotg'e'g'f

992 """""" ' walqotd wop8ury pa+lun - a$sny 'L'g',
g€2"""""" drrro4 u8rarog pue

ssacord Srnppnq-uorleu l66l-1sod s,erssnll tn alor s,n{seN 'g',
I€2""' Erssn1 ur auars s0002 arp uo aJuanuur pue sarnfea; pcrSoloapl'p'7

922"""""" "spafo.rd pcrlrlod s,qseN'€',
022 """""" dwac .nuwns lanuut) atfi'€'Z't

6nL

9€L

ZZI

6LL

9LL

L)t



lndex of Tables

Table 1: The schematic table of Russian Nationalism
and its relationship to state structures ............66

Table 2: Axes of varieties of ethnic violence ............779

Table 3: Ethnic violence between 2001,-2009 by type...... ........... 180

Table 4: Coding guidelines and examples.............. .................... 186

lllustration lndex

Illustration 1: Putin's Approval Rating posted by the Levada Centre...... 131

Illustration 2: Putin's Approval Rating posted by the Levada Centre ......132

Illustration 3: Development levels of the Skinheads movement................ 155

Illustration 4: The hierarchy of the Russian Skinheads. ........... 155

Illustration 5: "Immigrant this is not your country, the owrlers
here are Slavs!" Source: VKontakte ................176

Illustration 6: Global white power and Russian national symbols..... .......176

Illustration 7: Stickers used for propaganda purposes .............177

Illustration 8: "Russians are coming! Russia for Russians

and Moscow for Muscovites!" Source: VKontakte ..........178

Illustration 9: "Hate-motivated attacks from July to October 2023" ......... 181

Illustration L0: "Hate-motivated attacks from November 2023

to February 2024" ........182

Illustration 11: "Flate-motivated attacks from March to April2024" ........182

The collapse of ti..

earthquake; it was a :
rdentity, and even'dar
Crsappear from maps -
political imagination L

L SSR, the Russian Fe.:=

narked by economr. :,
unresolved relations;t,:

r olatile environment, :.:
rook shape, particula:--.

=hadow of systenric c. ..

Middlina N1irr.:.,

Rrssla; Skinhead nrzd \.,.
;ontroversial dimen=: -
rhe mobilisation of r r'-.
Br examining trr c ::
movements-the raeit;:
organisation Nash - *-

nationalism furction. :
Lnstrument in post-S, ,

At first glance - 
-=

rnor.ement appear ir- _:

iormer has been d>:. -- -

L)\ ert xenophobia; ---:

12



6Z

'9'd'oopoluou
:uopuol 'l 'lon 'acualcs pcltllod u, stdacuoc pclltrc 'Usl/euo,teN 'qllLUS 'o 

^uoqluv 
, '9S-SZ'dd '916 L 'ssard uopuerel3 :uopuol 'uery ]o fildosollLld s,xJery Ue)'zleuauleld uqof E

'9 'd '0 LoZ 'ssard 
^illod 

:VSn 'usl/euo,leN'qllus 'O 

^uor.lluv 
z

'uoqeu aql lo ldaruor aq] ruorJ sluals us{euoqeu leql
sarunsse leql ssaJoJd e €1e1s aq] Io uoqeruJoJ arp Jo ssacord IeDrJolsrq aq+

qlru. sur8aq +eq+ srsdpue ue sarrnbar us{euor}eN 'dyluanbarl l1a1 acuasard

slr apeu seq lsed aql teq] peJ arll 14 punoJ 8.qaq rapereq) Fuor+rpe4
s1r 'sa8ueqc 1eralas auo8rapun seq usrleuorleu 'sarrnlual arp JaAO

,'pasn dluoruruoc aJour aJaM 'dlgenprrtrpur
to leaz puoqeu o] apnl1e q)Iq,lt ',,ssarqeuo4eu,, pue ,,d+Iprol+err,, aIII
sazrqrafpe 'rala,.tro11 'rusrlo8a Ieuoqeu qlLA palerDosse selu 1r 'ra1e1 'pa+Jala

dlaurrrrp fl uorleu r.nelral e leql arrrpop agl 'pr€oloaq+ aq o1 pareadde

lI pue '9t8I L4 se,l ,,ursrleuorleu,, ruJa+ aql Jo asn +sJrJ aql 'qsg8ug u1

€'sruJoJ pc4qod arunssE osle ueJ ]nq IEJnIInr
dpsoru sr uouaurouaqd srql 'suo4rpe4 pue spunorSlceq IeJnllnJ uouruof,
aJeqs spnprzt.rput r{)rrlm ur 'ssarord uo4er8alur IerJos e }o asneJaq uoqeu E ol
Sur8uolaq Jo asuas e se paJeJqua +sJry se..vr rusrleuorleu Jo ldacuoc aq;

'pas{r}n dlarer aJaM ergoqdouax pue usqeuoqpu sr.uJa+ aq+

'd.rn1uar q+uaalauu aql lnoq8no.rql '.d.rnlual ,o8I aql Jo pua aq+ 1e '1arureg

ap u4sn8ny gqqv aql 5rra1c d.reuo4nlonar-ra+unor r{ruarf, aq} pue JapraH
parr,]loD uueqo{,raqdosopqd ueruraS atp o} >1ceq sao8 Suruearu IerJos ptre

pr4qod s11 'dlru.raporu o+ s8uolaq ]Er{} rural e fl ursrleuor+eu l'ura+ ar{J

etqoqdouox pue

usrleuolleN Io 6urueou\ aql

I U]IdVHC

'+uarua-\l

I 'luarualour q;no.,i sng r

+uarulrnJJar aql'ra8qa5
s,+uaruaAour agl ,Lq palr

pa^Jas qllqlv\'alrsqal\I 1rr

';epurrs alrnb are o,nJ ar

e ]nq '1uara;yp aq ot rE;

speaquDls uaa1t4+aq sapl

qtnod o1!{l atE uaa qaq

alqe sEA I 'sarpnfs asal+.

pue 'qeapr 'd8o1oapr aq

sluawal!.ow tqseN pue pe



Nationalism and Xenophobia in Post-Soyiet Russia: Skinhead and Nashi Movements

Up until the French Revolutiory the political and social unity
consolidated around empires, fiefdoms, and tribal affiliation (in this century,
European nations began to determine the political boundaries based on
ethnic traditions and loyalties). After the French Revolutiory the idea of a
nation gained new connotations, one of which belonged to Emmanuel Sieyes

in a book published ir.1789, where nationalism is interpreted as the totality
of persons who have common laws and are represented under the same

legislature.s Due to the Industrial Revolution, an integrated, nation-
encompassing economy emerged and a national public sphere, where British
people began to mobilise on a state-wide scale, rather than just in the smaller
units of their province, towry or family.6 The early emergence of a popular
patriotic nationalism took place in the mid-18th century and was actively
promoted by the British government and by the writers and intellectuals of
the time.7 For example, national symbols, anthems, myths, and flags were
constructed by nationalists and widely adopted. The best example is the
Union Jack, which was adopted in 1801 as a national symbol.8

The political convulsions of the late 18th century associated with the
American and French revolutions massively augmented the widespread
appeal of patriotic nationalism.e Napoleon Bonaparte's rise to power further
established nationalism when he invaded much of Europe. Napoleon used

this opportunity to spread revolutionary ideas, resulting in much of the 19th-

cenfu ry European Nationalism.lo
Throughout the last two centuries, leaders used a series of strategies to

unify groups under one nation-state, and after these strategies, to
incorporate these groups under one nation-state. These groups developed
national symbols, a common identity, and expressions of loyalty for their
leaders, all of which brought a strong nationalist wave. For example, the
eagle was a symbol of power in ancient Rome that was resurrected with

5 Emmanuele Sieyds, Qu6 es el Tercer Estado? precedido de Ensayo sobre /os privilegios,
Madrid: Alianza,p.92.
Michael Mann, Ihe rise of c/asses and nation-state 1760-1914, Yol.ll, Los Angeles:
University of California, 2012, pp.92-94.
Gerald Newman, The Rise of English Nationalism. A cultural history, 1740-1830, USA:
Palgrave Macmillan, 1 997.
Nick Groom, The Union Jack The Story of Briths F/ag, London: Atlantic Books, 2007.
Anthony Smith, Nation alism and Modernism: A critical survey of recent theories of nations
and nationalism, London: Routledge, 2003, p. 116.

t0 Alexander Motyl, Encyclopedia of Nationalism, San Diego: Academic Press, 2001
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Nationalism and Xenophobia in Post-Soyiet Russia: Skinhead and Nashi Movements

The five aspects of nationalism point out the formation of a nation, the

national consciousness, the language and symbols of a nation, the social and political

moaemen| and the image of nationalism as doctrine andlor ideology. These

meanings reveal the specific processes and features of nationalism. The

meanings nevertheless presuppose a considerable amount of national

sentiment concerning their country and, of course, their leader. Based on the

principle of soil and soul, that is, i. *y opiniory a strong attachment that

presupposes a close connection with the place where the individual was bom
and grew up, the ancestral earth. A11 these meanings of the concept of
nationalism are related to everything about the past of a nation. An
organised group or movement could show a high degree of national

sentiment, possess national symbols, myths, and share a common language.

On the other hand, a nationalist group or movement will come with the

creation of their "nationalist world" as a reaction against the change that is

taking place in society (a reaction against globalization) through historical

research, songs, cultural journals, literature, activities, national flags that

resonates with the historical past (the flag of the Russian Imperial
Movement, inspired by Imperial Russia's flag). The most important part of
this symbolism is proper names (a distinct feature of the nationalist

movement), which are chosen from the past to express the nation's

distinctiveness, heroism, and sense of destiny, to resonate these qualities

among the members.la For example, a skinhead is a teenager of a subculture

characterised by their hair cut off and heavy boots, seen as aggressive. These

meanings presented by Anthony Smith place the nation at the centre of the

nationalist ideology and unify the nation under one political authority. As I
mentioned, over time nationalism has taken on different forms and

meanings depending on each region, of course, where it was promoted by
the leaders of the respective nation/region. It is therefore difficult to say that

the nationalist movements have been subjected to a single model. Once the

nationalist ideology has manifested itself in a certain group and has

consolidated itself as part of the political discourse, one can speak of a

la lbidem, p. 7.
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Nationalism and Xenophobia in Post-Soviet Russia: Skinhead and Nashi Movements

from the very range of operations and propagandistic instruments that

Jacobin and liberal nationalism have used to unify national states.u

4. Traditional nationalism (conservative) appeared as a reaction to the

French Revolution and rationalism, as an expression of a refurn to the

ancient traditions that formed nations. The same culfure, the same

ideals, and sacred values are considered the essence of traditionalist
nationalism.ls

5. Civic nationalism combines two principles, that of individual self-

determination and national self-determinatiory but amplifies the idea

that nationalism involves several authorities and laws that are the

source of equality and rights. Civic nationalism proposes a type of

society in which the values, culturg aspirations, and ideas of the nation

contribute to the intensification of national sentiment.

6. Ethnic nationalism promotes the ethnic community, the will of the

people, folk traditions, and customs (ballads, myths). Cultural and

collective identity is the central point of this ideology, highlighted and

harnessed by the glorious past. From an ethnic perspective, only folk
traditions and customs constituted what is now a -nation. In this

category, traditions and mythologies are considered the moral

physiognomy of the community.

7. Western-Eastern nationalism, in Hans Kohn's view, Westem

nationalism promoted the idea of rationality specific to England,

France, and America. German nationalism was aimed at identifying
Germany as an independent state. Different from other ideologies, the

doctrine of the German people promoted the exclusive and privileged
history of Germany, the most beautiful of all, and with the right to

dominate the others.lg

8. Economic nationalism, this type of nationalism combines many forms

depending on political or national influences, which explains that

Dan Dungaciu, Elita interbelicd: Sociologia romineascd in context european. Bucuregti:
Mica Valahie, 2003, p. 154.
Kiley Bickford, Nationa/ism in the French Revolution of 1789, Doctoral Thesis, Honors
College, Maine, 2014, p. 9.
Krzyszlof Jaskulowski, "Western (civic) versus Eastern (ethnic) Nationalism. The Origins
and and Critique of the Dichotomy", Polish Sociology Review, Vol.3, No.10, 2O1O, pp.291-
292.
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